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before he begins, is deſſred to 
correct the following | . 
FF 


Page 4. in the Latin note, line the laſt, for 
dAinicarent read dimicaret. 
6. 1. 8. for ſecedentes read recedentes. 
18. note, 1. 6. for churches read chancels. 
19. 1. 8. from the bottom, in the note, 
after the words God himſelf, cloſe the 
Quotation with —and in the laſt line 
of the ſame note, for your read their. 
25. I. 8. for preſented read preſcribed. 
37. I. 11. dele the daſh at ordination vows 
40. note, 1. 6. from the bottom, dele-the 
: _— after _ voy b.. 4 
1. I. 8. from the bottom, for ze/uiftic 
5 read zeſuitical. _ . | 
49. note, I. 9. for ex communicrntur read 
EXCOmmunaicentur. | | 


The Reader 7 


52. I. 3. from the bottom, read and many 


bt ber N . 
54. note, I. 4. for pocured read procured. 
| = J. 17. for manebant read manebunt. 
And let the concluding verſe read thus 
This 2 be a well. cheſen = acceptable day —= 
And > 
O mihi tam longæ mantat pars ultima vitae ! 
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the moſt noble defence of it, ſubjoins 


5.70 


SOME 


PROPOSALS 


N n the 


Growth of Popery. 


HE very 8 and at 
Dr. Wall, author of the Hil- - 
tory of Infant-Baptiſm, and 


to his Critical Notes on the New Teſ- | 
tament, Septuagenarius ſcripfh — 


Octogenarius deſcripfi. And the wor- 
thy and admired writer, Dr. Delany, 


adds, at the cloſe of the dedication 


of his late volume of ſermons to the 
n Earl 


[ 4 ] 

Earl of Hertford----Delville, March 
a5, 1765, being Foe: laſt day of 8 
author's eightieth y 3 
Nov, my Lord, in ah imita- 

tion of theſe celebrated veterans, I 
would willingly (Full of years alſo) 

fill appear in, and keep my rank--- 
like a good ſoldier in the church mih- 
tant, that is content to endure hard- 
 nef5---to firive for the truth of the 
Goſpel *—tor the honour, peace, and 
5 proſperity of the church of En land 
and in his ſtation to contend. for theſe 
important objefts (as Cynzgirus did for 
his country in the fields of Marathon +) 

to the very Pumps; and 1 ener of . 3 
lie * 4 


E . The reader will pleaſe to ſee in n of 

Dr. Jonathan Edwards's ſecond part of his Preſer- 
vative againſt Socinianiſm— which, a learned wri- 
ter ſays, ought to be wrote in letters of gold; and 
hung up in every church in the nation. 

+ Cynegiri quoque militis Athenienſis gloria mag- 
nis ſcriptorum laudibus celebrata eſs. Tantam in eo 
_ wirtutem fuiſſe, ut non tot cædibus fatigatus; non dua- 
bus manibus amiſſis vitfus, truncus ad poſtremum den- 
tibus dimitarent. Juſtin. I. ii. cap. 9. 5 
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terminating Popery; 
dalous relict of it intirely out of the 


publick will, I hope 


t s ] 
I have endeavoured, my Lord, on 
another occaſion to ſhew my _ 
will to Zion; and to point out ſome 


feafible means (ſurely, they may be 


called. fo) for recovering her dignity, 


and ancient ſplendor—as alſo for ex- 


and every ſcun- 


nation. Some little notice of them 
will be taken in theſe papers — | 
And what I have ow to offer to the | 

yield ſome Fur- 1 
ther aid to my iſ 1 views ; 3 and 


ardent waſhes. 


1will then take my leave of your 


Lordſhip; and turn my thoughts to 


the taſk I have ſet myſelf. 

T muſt own, it is an important | 
ſubject; and, if I venture upon it 
too late in life (quaſi evocatus miles) 
I hope, my earneſt deſire to do all the | 

rvice in my power on the occaſion, 
(as mentioned above to your Lordſhip) 
will paſs as a tolerable excuſe for it. 
And yr | your ** will be ſo good, 


if 
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2.4 
if any of my former attempts of this 
fort have been acceptable to your 
Lordſhip, as to let them make ſome 
amends for the ſlips, overſights, and 
defects, that may N in _ Ly 


N alta hit: anni venientes Cams 
moda ſecum: 
M ulta fecedentes adimuni. 


It has been ofa in late printed 
accounts, that /uch as the preſent ge- 
neral enquiry after the number of pa- 
piſis in this kingdom, have not been 
kes to anſwer any very material 
purpoſes. I will therefore beg leave 
to offer to the publick a few propo- 
ſals towards preventing the growth of 
popery in this nation — which, if 
properly carried into execution, can 
hardly fail of doing ſome important 
ſervice in the caſe. And an expe- 
dient, which I find in one of Doctor 
Samuel Clarke's ſermons, fairly claims 
my firſt notice. Above all, the 

© GE greateſt, 


— —— — Oe aa. 4 


ES... 

greateſt, and moſt effectual means, 
ſays this learned man, to ſtop the 
increaſe of popery, and ſuperſtition, 
is to be infinitely careful not to run 
into that atheiſm, and profane liber- 
 riniſm, which is the contrary extreme 
dc ſuperſtition For as unſcaſonable 
ſuperſtition enſlaves the minds of men; 
and makes them ſo uneaſy under the 
yoke, that they often fly off into the 


contrary extreme of irreligion, . and 


profaneneſs, ſo the natural effect of 


lerable conſequences, and miſchiefs of 
it, is to drive weak minds into the 
other extreme of ſuperſtition, If 
therefore, while we fly from the ſy- 


_ perſtition of popery, we run into the 


contempt of all religion, that profane 
libertiniſm will probably terminate in 
popery again. It ought then to be 
well conſidered what approaches, we 
may be daily making from this very 
cauſe alone, to popery---which this na- 

; — 
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_ admirable letter to his clergy — 


„ 
tion has ſo much reaſon to dread· 
and what occaſions the preſent alarm. 

The great and excellent Dr. Pri- 
deaux obſerves in his circular and moſt 


That atheiſmm and irreligion, are ek: 


canciics of the deepeſt dy e, as being 
the higheſt defection from God; and 
that they, who by ſuch horrid cen f 


tiouſneſs provoke God againſt us, 
work ſtronger for our deſtructipn, 


than all the power of France and 


Rome united; and therefore ought 
to be detefied, as the greareft troubſers 
of our Iſrael, and the common ene- 


mies both of ourſelves, as well as of 
our God 5 


and every authority, 
that 55 ih the land, ought to be em- 


ployed to Juppreſs them. And may 


it ſoon be ſo. 


I think, it is a agent diſhonour 
Al prejudice to the protęſtant  reli- 
gion, that ſo many mechanicks, ſhip- 
wrights, bricklayers, carpenters, &c. 


Kc. ſhould be allowed to build, and 


preach 


1 
preach in, tabernacles under the pro- 
tection of the a& of toleration—Surely, 
never defigned to extend any farther, 
than the granting of an indulgence zo 
Proteſtant Diſſenters—ſuch as are 
commonly known by the names of 
Preſbyterians, Independants, Anabap- 
tiſts, and Quakers---and to give eaſe 
to ſcrupulous conſciences. As then 
ſuch bold, preſumptuous intruders 
into the miniſtry pretend to ſhelter 
themſelves under this act of parlia- 
ment, ſo extraordinary a caſe ſeems 
to call for the cognizance of the le- 
giſlature, that they may be intirely 
barred from meddling with ſacred of- 
fices, and things . are ſo notori- 
ouſly unqualified for * +" 5.2008 


* The following note from that renowned pre- 
late, Dr. Jeremy Taylor, may give ſome uſeful. 
warning in ſo extraordinary a matter. 

'* Whoſoever with unſanctified, that is, with 
unconſecrated hands, ſhall dare to officiate in the 
miniſterial office, ſeparate by God, by gifts, by 
_ graces, by public order, N an eſtabliſhed rite, by 
the inſtitution of Jeſus, by the deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, by the word of God, by the practice 
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But I will paſs on, and enquire 


which popery * its advances; ; 


Papiſts loſe no och of up- 


braiding us with keeping our churches 
in very bad, and unſeemly condition 
—with performing divine ſervice in a 


ſlight and perfunctory manner, and 
with the people's careleſs and unbe- 


coming behaviour in the houſe of © 


God. 


of the 8 by the Paddie of ſixteen ages of 


the catholick church, by the neceſſity of the 
thing, by reaſon, by analogy to the diſcourſe of 


all the wiſe men, that ever were in the world ; 
that man, like his predeceſſor Corah, brings an un- 
hallowed cenſer, which ſhall never ſend up a 


right cloud of incenſe to God; but yet that un- 
permitted and diſallowed ſmoke ſhall kindle a 
Fire, even the wrath of God; which ſhall at leaft 
deſtroy the ſacrifice, his work ſhall be conſumed ; 
and when on his repentance himſelf eſcapes; yet 


it ſhall be ſo as by fire—that is, with danger, and 
loſs, and ſhame, and trouble. For our God is a 


conſuming fire.“ His Divine Inſtitution of the 


Office Miniſterial. 


what other means there may be, by 


be obſtructed. 
And it is fallicicntly ee that the 


There 


7 a F 2 0 2 oxpas, mange . ” 2 . 5% s - ” A ON n : 2 1: 63438 5 
r WJ a 9 2 33 ON * OST IE ͤĩ5k4 
7 b 1 0; OO SOR EL IIS itn”, ot ies, . do I tb. IR CS A ES ou) el 
IR” n . e F Bo II od Ion an, Te LEP neo og ORE Res I 4 Sa RE N e 
> 5 ok * I, 88 23 2 Moe. 3 _ " 2 1 2 ? , . * 
2 . my af EOS 1 3 4 332 Feen * "by OT, oe TR Gl 2 Fo P fs; ä IT » = . 
TP ͤ wi ä 888 T "us 5 . CF HR T r ys IS . 
1 0 SR : 32 "Os e W * . 1 27 — Ls NE * r Y — 1 br ng Spent 2 2 75 D 


LEY 
There is no doubt but every part 
of this charge is greatly aggravated 
but yet ſhould it not be enquired, 
whether there is not /o much room for 
it, as to demand the attention and 


2 


given And > & have = 29 062 | 
of 2 worthy, and ſagacious 
prelate, perfectly well acquainted too 
with all the depths of Popery, for 
ſaying fo. 
"5h 45 ie had obſerved, that no one 
thing had made conſcientious men 
more wavering in their own minds, 
and more apt and eaſy to be drawn 
aſide from the ſincerity of religion, 
profeſſed in the Church of England, 
than the want of uniform and 7 
3 order in too many churches of the 
kingdom. And the Romanifts have 
been apt to ſay——The houſes of 
God could not be 1 to lie ſo 
B 2 naſtily 


— 


8. 


naſtily (as in ſome places) were the 


true worſhip of God obſerved in them 


—Or did the people think that ſuch 
it were. Tis true, the iaward wor- 
ſhip of the heart is the great ſervice 


of God; and no ſervice acceptable 


| without it, But the external worſhip 


of God in his church is the great wit- 
neſs to the world, that our heart 


ſtands tight in that ſervice of God. 
Take this away, or bring it into con- 
tempt ; and what light is there left 


to ſhine before men, that they may 


ſee our devotion, and glorify our Fa- 
ther which is in heaven?“ Biſhop 
Overall, in one of his notes on the 
Common-Prayer, remarks, with moſt 
admirable judgment, CO on 
grand, or main publick duty, which 


God requires from the hands of his 


church, there is, beſides the matter and 
form, wherein the eſſence thereof con- 
1 ſiſts, a certain ourward faſhion, where- 


by the ſame is in decent fort adminiſter- 


ed.“ And without this, people would 


hardly 


_—O >. 
3 
a 


hardly be perſuaded (ſcarce with it, it 
muſt be owned) to ſhew more re- 
verence in the ſacred aſſemblies, 
than in other ordinary places, where 
they meet only for buſineſs or diver- 
ſion. But how eaſily might this 
ſtumbling ſtone be thrown out of the 
way of Papiſts, &c. if all of us would 
but duly follow the excellent advice 
of Solomon—To keep our feet when we 
go into the houſe of God; and be more 
ready to hear (to diſcharge our duty 
as we ought to do) than to give the 
ſacrifice of fools ?—Or, if we would 
make it our conſtant care to remem- 
ber, and ſhew by our example—our 
* whole deportment, and every action 
* —That God is greatly 10 be feared im 
rhe congregation of the ſaints, and to 
be had in roverence of all tbem that are 
Found about him. 1 | 
* As to the offence taken at the 
mean, and unſeemly condition of na- 
A2 of our churches, I wiſh there was 
not /o much ground for it——Great 
„ prejudice 
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prejudice is certainly done to the 


church and religion by the common 
neglect in this caſe. And (to be a 


little more particular on this head) 
Biſhop Gibſon, in his excellent 
Charges at his general and parochial 
viſitations, abundantly ſhews it. The 
want of cleanneſs. and decency. in 


churches (ſays this vigilant and judici- 
ous prelate) and much more the want 


of neceſſary repairs, will always breed 


in the minds of the people a contempt 
of the publick worſhip of God; and 


take of the ſolemnity a the place ; 
which is apt not only to excite Chriſ- 


tians'to an orderly and decent. beha- 


viour; but alſo to raiſe and keep up 


devotion: For the ſake of which ad- 
__ it is (and not on account of 

pomp and grandeur) that the laws 
* church do fo ſtrictly enjoin ſuch 


accommodations and ornaments, as 
may moſt contribute to order and 
decency. in 


kad. 


0 
LY * 
48 


1-:368+ 1] 

And, as it is certain, that church- 
wardens, who are negligent in this 
matter, cannot have due reverence 
for the houſe of God themſelves, ſo 
they are in this reſpe& accountable 
for the want of reverence in their 
neighbours. Add to this the mani- 
feſt injuſtice they do to the pariſhion- 


ers, when, through ſupineſs and for- 


getfulneſs of their oaths, the publick 


5 N of the church are delayed 


which by that delay become eve- 


ry year more expenſive and burthen- 
mw 


-the failings in fabricks be- 
„like thoſe in the body, amended 


1 Fe. cured at ſmall expence, if taken 
in time 


but by delays they be- 
come very chargeable ; 4 jolt too often 
incurable.” | 

Ihe great and incregſing dunner of 
briefs for churches (though we make 
all due allowances for their age, &c. 


Ke. yet) carries great ſuſpicions of their 
not having proper and timely care ta- 1 


ken of them, We arc convinced of 
4 this 


16 |] 


know of many of them. And his pre- 


ſent Grace of Canterbury appeared to 
be very ſenſible of churches being 


often ruined, and loſt through the 
mere neglect and unconcern of pa- 


riſh-officers, when he wrote his let- 


ter to the clergy of his dioceſe ; and 


ſent it with the brief for rebuilding 


Sittingbourn church; that had been 
lately burnt down. This Grace fays— 


« You will obſerve to your people, 


that zheſe petitioners have not loſt 
their church by the neglect of repair- 
ing it——which is 700 common a caſe 
and that hey therefore deſerve 
relief much wing than many others.” 


The defaulters in theſe important 
things are often heard to plead in ex- 


cuſe for themſelves, that they need 


not be over/crupulous in ſuch caſes, as 


they often ſee cathedrals (the mother- 


churches from which they are to take 


| example) in as bad condition, as their 


parifh-churches, notwithſtanding the 
| former 


this by —_ we ſee ourſelves ; and 


Wes, ©. 
"= 


©5300 


* . 


they ought to be- 


| „„ 
former have large eſtates belonging to 
them to keep them in the very beſt 
manner; and the ozhers ſupported by 
rack-tenants, inferior tradeſmen, and 
the poor, labouring, induſtrious in- 


babitants. 


They urge likewiſe, that the Bodies 


of their churches are generally kept in 


as good order as many of the chancels 


which belong to them, even of zhoſe 
that are in the hands of appropriators, 
as well as impropriators. 


And the real . misfortune — 


theſe chancels are uſually let to tenants 


—and inſtead of being repaired, as 
and /o, as to 
encourage the pariſhioners to mmitate 


their example in keeping the other 


parts of the church, the very contrary 
too often appears, and cannot but 
give great offence in the world. So 
many difficulties and miſchiefs ariſe 
ns ſo many churches ſuffer on 
abs account, that I could not let the 
ſource of Such evils eſcape me without 
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this notice of it. And I think the 
letting of theſe chancels * in the pre- 


ſent manner, ſhould be either berrer 


looked after, or the practice intirely 


aboliſhed. 


But 


* Biſhop Gibſon informs his readers, in his 
Parochial Viſitations, that Archbiſhop Walter, 
having enjoined the archdeacons diligently to in- 
ſpect the churches in order to reparation, adds, 
et maxime cancellos which particular regard to 


churches ſeems to be owing to the particular dig- 


nity of the offices performed there in the celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion. And it might be 
on the ſame conſideration in part, that the care of 
chancels was at firſt aſſigned to refors, as thoſe, 
who out of a religious ſenſe of the great dignity of 


that office, would not fail to beſtow ſuitable care, 
and improvement upon the place where it is per- 


formed. And the leſ any of our lay-impropria- 
tors are moved by that argument to do juſtice, 
to the chancel, the greater need there is to have 
recourſe to the /aws to oblige them to it.“ Biſhop 
Beveridge obſerves, in his celebrated Sermon on 
the Excellency, and Uſefulneſs of the Common- 
Prayer, that the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper 
being the higheſt myſtery in all our religion, as 
repreſenting the Son of God to us, hence that 
place, where the ſacrament 1s adminiſtered, was 
always made and reputed the higheſt place in the 
church.” And again—the chance! in our Chriſ- 
tian churches was always looked upon as * 

| | able 


t 
But I will cloſe this branch of my 
ſubject concerning the reparation of 
churches with a paſſage from a ſmall 
tract Directions to Churchwar- 
dens by Dr. Prideaux, whoſe me- 
mory, judgment, and counſels, I 
ſhall ever reverence myſelf, and pay 
the utmoſt regard to; and hope every 
clergyman will do the ſame. Ee 
The Doctor is obſerving, that zhoſe, 
who pay nothing to.the church, ought 
not to have any vote in any affair re- 
lating to it. But this (he ſays) 
muſt not be underſtood of the i- 
niſter, though he be not charged to 
the rates——becauſe, as having the 


able to the Holy of Holies in the Temple, which 
was ſeparated ns os ſanctuary, or body of the 

temple, by the command of God himſelf. Such 
conſiderations, with reſpect to chancels, ſeem to de- 


mand the moſt religious, and ſtricteſt regard -and 


may all the poſſeſſors of glebes and the principal 

revenues of the church be ever duly influenced 
by them; and provoke others, though much leſs 
able, to the like good works by your laudable ex- 


ample ! 
C2 freehold 


* 


Slit [©] 
| |! freehold of the church, he hath af pe- 
| |} cial rigbt in it; and as miniſter of it 
he hath a ſpecial duty upon him to 
ſee that it be well, and duly repaired; 
and that rates be made to enable the 
J churchwardens to do it—and he muſt 
| be reſponſible to the biſhop for his care 
|} Herein. And therefore in every pariſh- 
10 meeting he is to preſide for the regula- 
ring, and directing of this matter. 
This duty and power may dor have been 
properly conſidered but the advice 
will ſtrike every incumbent home, 
that loves the gates of Sion; and will 
be readily embraced, and conſtantly 
purſued by him. And by a general 
practice of this ert, a great alteration 
will be ſoon ſeen the Papiſts will 
be diſarmed of a core weapon; 
and every church kept as it ought to 
be, and (in the language of the Royal 
Prophet mentioned before) as the ha- 
bitatiom of God's houſe ; and zhe plate 
where his honour dwelleth. 
1 Another 


L044 


Another charge that our adverſa- 


ries reproach us with, is a ſlight and 
perfunctory manner of performing the 
publick ſervices of the church. In 
anſwer to this allegation it may be 


7 liturgy, and the great honour it does 
the church of England, have alwayt 


enemies; and that diſgmiſed batteries 
have been kept continually playing 
upon it. The Papiſis, metamo rphoſed 


into every ſhape, have left no means 


And we have good authority for tax- 


ing ſome Jeſuits in maſquerade for 


23 rſt bringing up the uſe of conceived: 


break the good order in, and diſ- 
grace the church. 5 1 ; 7 
The ſectaries alſo are well known 


rage our liturgy. 5 3 
Dr. Nichols (in his Defence of the 
Church of England) mentions ſome 


of 


obſerved, that the exce/lency of our 
| provoked the ſpite and malice of its 
untried to bring it into contempt; 
and extempore prayer on purpoſe to 


do uſe all the devices poſſible to diſpa- 
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chat ſome years ago, a great diſeovery 


tw) 


f their vile contrivances. He ſays, 
© Thoſe miniſters of the ſeparation 


bo were pariſh miniſters, re- 


ſerved the office of preaching to them- 
ſelves but for reading the common 


prayer, they hired ſome ſorry perſon, 


out of the meanef} of the laity, to per- 
form it. And that Mr. Snap, a mi- 


niſter of Warwick, a great puritan of | 


that time, ag all rules of 


And it may be well remembered, 


was made by letters found in a gen- 
tleman's ſcrutoir (who ſhot himſelf) 
of ſome very extraordinary desſtical 


ſchemes, that could not be framed 
for any * purpoſe, but to ai grace 


the Chih of England; and to un- 


duermine the Chriſtian religion. One, 
or more, of the projectors were ac- 


tually got into orders; and another 
had enen Jo far Swank it, as to 


offer himſclf for examination but 
happened 


| ty in this particular, hired a 
Lune 914 foldier to be bis reader.” 
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1 happened to be diſappointed. He 
vas taken in the crafty wileneſs, that 
he had imagined, The letters in his 
own 3 (diſcovered, as 
ſaid above, and produced before his 
face) were full witneſſes againſt him. 
It is no wonder then, has ſuch great 
offences ſhould 3 it ſeems 
almoſt impoſſible, that they ſhould 
ever be given by a true miniſter of 
the church of England. 

If any young clergymen wanted 
caution, and advice on this occaſion, 
how plentifully are they ſupplied from 
time to time by the admirable 
charges of archbiſhops, biſhops, and 
their archdeacons, for the purpoſe ;_ 
and what, ſurely, muſt effectually do 
their office ; and make the deepeſt 
impreſſions on every well-diſpoſed and 
ingenuous mind. I have many of 
them at hand and ſhall do honour 
to our church, if I only turn to one 
or two of them 4 and ſhew the excel: 
lent means, whichi: have been /a Wore 


thily 


: 4 * 
 thily uſed to guard againſi this very 
charge, I am now conſidering, 
And how ſtrongly, and judiciouſly, 
does Biſhop Bull ſtate, and enforce all 
the principal duties of the Prieſtly 
Office, in his incomparable Compa- 
nion for the Candidates of Holy Or- 
ders! His Lordſhip puts great ſtreſs 
on the duty of reading the prayers of 
the church audibly, diftinfly, and 
reverentiy preſſing it in ſuch a man- 
ner, as can hardly ever fail of gaining 
the utmoſt regard. . 
Every ſerious, officiating miniſter 
will readily endeavour to follow the 
important rules, ſo reaſonably en- 
joined; and fo natural in the caſe--- 
and will then ſoon ſee with the moſt 
exquiſite pleaſure the noble effects, that 
will afſuredly attend his conſtant care 
in performing this duty. 
Mr. Nelſon, in his life of the emi- 
nent prelate now before us, gives a 


very remarkable inſtance of the extra- 


ordinary ſucceſs, that aroſe from his 
Juſt, 


(-25 ] 


juſt, regular and ſolemn diſcharge of 


this office, when but a young man; 


and miniſter of St, George's——a 


ſmall living, near Briſtol. 


He was ſent for to baptize the 


child of a diſſenter in his pariſh—— 


upon which occaſion he made uſe of 
the office of baptiſm, as preſented by 
the church of England—which he 
had got intirely by heart—and he 


went through it with ſo much readi- 


neſs and freedom, and gave that life 


and ſpirit to all that he delivered, 
that the whole audience was extremely 
affected with his performance. The 


father of the child returned him a 
great many thanks, apprehending all 


the prayers to be extempore, which 


were made-uſe of. But when con- 
vinced, that every one of them was 


contained in the office of baptiſm, 
the diſcovery ſo effectually wrought 


on the good man, and his whole fa- 
mily, that they always after that time 
frequented the pariſh- church; and 
233 — never 


* 


{ ©» 

never more abſented themſelves from 
Mr. Bull's communion. 

I ſhould not do juſtice to the me- 
mory of Mr. Nelſon, if I did not ſub- 
Join his inference from this remarkable 
incident. He ſays, We may rea- 
ſonably conclude from hence, that, 


tempt upon what juſtly deſerves to be 
admired, ſo alſo that gravity, ſeriouſ- 
neſs, and devotion in reading the 
prayers is neceſſary to ſecure that re- 
ſpect to the liturgy, which its own 
excellency requireth of us.” 
Biſhop Sprat, in order to exemplify 
the great influence of performing all 
the outward acts of religion in the 
moſt ſerious, and beſt manner, men- 
tions an event fimilar to what I have 
Jul taken notice of from Biſhop Bull 8 
life. 
„ leading diſſenter was to be 
buried in one of the principal 
churches in London. And the mini- 
lter of the pariſh being a wiſe and re- 
gular 


as a miſtaken zeal may throw con- A 


OASIS: 


1 
gular conformiſt (afterwards an emi- 
nent biſhop in our church) well knew 


| how averſe the friends and relations 


of the deceaſed had always been to 
the Common Prayer. Wherefore in 
order to the interment of their friend 


in ſome ſort to their ſatisfaction, yet 
ſeo as not to betray his own truſt, he 
_ uſed this honeſt method to undecelve 


them. Before the day appointed for 
the funeral, he was at .the pains to 


learn the whole burial-office by heart. 


And then the time being come, there 
being a great concourſe of men of the 


ſame fanatical principles, when the 


company heard all delivered by him 
without book, with a free readineſs, 
profound gravity, and unaffected com- 


peooſure of voice, looks, and geſture, 
and a very powerful emphaſis in every 


part, . they were ſtrangely ſurprized 
and atteted——profeſling, they had 
never heard a more ſuitable exhorta- 
tion, or a more edifying exerciſe, 


even from the beſt and moſt pre- 


D 2 | cious 


E 
cious men of their own profeſſi- 
on. 
But they were afterwards more 
ſurprized and confounded, when the 
ſame perſon, who had officiated, aſ- 
ſured the principal men among them, 
that not one period of all he had 
ſpoken was his own; and convinced 
them by ocular demonſtration, how 
all was taken word for. word out of 
the very office ordained for this pur- 
poſe in the poor, contemptible book 
of Common Prayer. 
1 If 


* As it will do honour to theſe papers, I hum- 
bly take the liberty to mention here the ſingular 
regard, which the Biſhop of Corke (the excellent 
prelate, whom Dr. Delany ſo gratefully commemo- 
rates in his preface to his laſt Volume of Sermons) 7 
teſtified for this branch of the Paſtoral Office, that 
is now under our concern, The Doctor thinks 1 
the whole nation was eminently indebted to him 
and, as for his other great abilities, and ſervices 

to religion and learning, ſo likewiſe for the exam. : 
ple and influence of his moſt juſtly admired reading ; 
of prayers, the communion-ſervice | eſpecially, 
which he never committed to the care of any other, 
when his health allowed him to miniſter; and 


which, however excellent in itſelf, appeared on 
theſe 
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If then ſuch extraordinary effects, 


as ſo plainly appear to attend the ſe- 


rious, and devout reading of the 
publick prayers, are diſregarded. If 
the "awful conſideration of miniſters 
being by their office interceſſors with 


God——medi inter Deum, et Popu- 


lum; and the duties of it to be aways 
performed of courſe in the exacteſt 


and moſt ſolemn manner. If all 
theſe great conſequences avail but lit- 


tle, and make none, or but very ſlight 
impreſſions, ſurely, the perſon offend- 


theſe occaſions more edifying, more affecting, and 
even heavenly in his miniſtration.” What a noble 


pattern is here ! 


And how worthily does Biſhop Sprat obſerve 
in his charge before mentioned, That the com- 
mendable ſkill of devout and decent reading the 
holy offices of the church is ſo far from being a 
perfunctory or ſuperficial work, a mean or vulgar 
accompliſhment, or a ſubordinate lower adminiſ- 
tration, only fit for a curate, that it deſerves to 
be placed among your miniſterial endowments of 
greater ſuperiority and preheminence, as being 
one of the moſt powerful inſtruments of the Holy 


Spirit of God to raiſe, and command men's hearts, 
and affections,” 8 


4 ing 


& + W 
ing in ſuch ſacred, and high employ- 
ments, can never by deemed a true [on 
of the church---but muſt be Snap's 
old ſoldier, Redivivus--or ſome Deiſt, 
or Papiſt, or ſomething worſe, than ei- 
_ ther * As the keying up the dignity 
of our church in a/l its miniſtrations 
will certainly be a ſtrong preſervative 
againſt the encroachments of popery | 
and ſectariſm, this part of my under- | 
taking Jamanded more than ordinary 
attention. But after all, is it not a 
mere ſoleciſm, that the inferior clergy 
ſhould be expected to be continually *' 
on their guard, watching and fencing 
againft all the motions of the Papiſts, | 
when at the fame time ſuch remnants 
of as give much ſcandal to 
he wal, and 90 very great miſchief 
to Religion, are ſuffered to continue 
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* Query, whether a careleſs, irreverent reading 
of the prayers may not in fair conſtruction be 
looked. upon as depraving the book.of Common 
Prayer, and puniſbable by Queen Elizabeth's act 
of uniformity — 


with 


2 church-preferments in ore dioceſes, 


TW 3 
with us; and are fo contentedly en- 
joyed ? Commendams in ſome caſes 
are allowed to be neceſſary; but in 


general to do no real ſervice nor ho- 


nour to the church. A moſt excel- 
lent writer, and zealous advocate for 
the honour of religion and its pro- 
feſſors, conjures the clergy to uſe 10 
methods in obtaining church benefices, 
but ſuch as are juſt, ingenuous and 
canonical---and alſo to wave all thoſe 
privileges, which, contrary to the 

primitive canons, give leave to hold 


than one. An abuſe brought up 


by the papacy, when the ſee of Rome, 


ſeeking benefices all over Chriſtendom, 
granted privileges to diſſolve the an- 
cient diſcipline, on purpoſe to enrich 
themſelves and their favourites. 
But ſince this important advice is /o 


4 1¹ 2 tle r egarded, and gr eat Pr ef cr ments 


held in ſeveral dioceſes, and at very 


7 great diſtances, an old clergyman 


may be allowed the following liberty 
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* the church. 
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rores deſumus * | 


And are not options + continually 


diſgracing the church; and ark 
ſuppoſed to do greater injury to it 
nom than in the times of popery ? 


Whilſt then theſe hateful relicts of 


it remain amongſt us, we cannot with 
any good grace complain of the grow:h 
of it. And J fear, what we may now 
be attempting to prevent, its increaſe, 
will be to very little purpoſe, as we 
are ſo generally undermined; and 
hardly ever able to carry * plan into 
Execution. 


And how wk it be expetRed, if the 


following paragraph in the preface to 
Dr. Delany's Sermons (mentioned be- | 
fore) be built on proper authority— * 


as one would believe it muſt? 


See Biſhop Bull's Companion. 3 

+ See a large account of an option in Dr. 
Burn's Eccleſiaſtical Law—from which ſingle in- 
Nance it will abundantly appear, that the privilege 
"had better be entirely en than continued 


« J have 


0 


. 

c have lately met (ſays the Doc- 
tor) in ſome of the publick papers 
great outeries of the impending dan- 
ger, and terrors of popery——And 


the terror, doubtleſs, muſt be great, 


if the loud reports of ſome of the 
worſt corruptions of popery now pre- 


vailing, are well founded, viz. that 


the abovementioned iſſue of infamy 
are not only endowed from the patri- 


mony of the church, but likewiſe 


that men are preſſed into that ſer- 


vice to intitle them to receive the ho- 
nour and advantage of ſuch endow- 


ments. „ 


Me find ſomething of this ſort in 
Dr. Prideaux's Vindication of the 
Award of King Charles the firſt, p.37 5. 
ce If the forfeitures of all thoſe lands 
and other donations, which are given 
contrary to law for the maintaining 


popiſh prieſts here and popiſh monaſ- 


teries, and convents beyond ſea, were 


all taken by the government, and aſ- 
ſigned to the ſame uſe, the whole 
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work * would be ſoon done; and the 
church reſtored to a competency of 
revenue, which is neceſſary for it. 
Theſe donations now in the hands of 

the popith party for thoſe ſuperſtitious 
and unlawful ends, are computed by 
ſuch, as can gueſs beſt of the matter, 
to amount in value to (at leaft) a mil- 
lion of money. And it being by this 
fund, that they are enabled to carry 
on * dark and helliſh deſigns, 
whereby they are continuall W 
for the ſubverſion of our church and 
ſtate, we can never be ſafe as to ei- 
ther till it be wholly taken from 
them.” I am not ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with all the particular oir- 
cumſtances of theſe anecdotes; and 
therefore they ſhall be left as I find 
them 58 | 


But | 


. He means the buying i in of impropriations, 
and reſtoring them to every pariſh-church. 
+ However, they put me in mind of what the 
det tells us qlarmed a wary and wiſe Trejan; and 
* him * ſpirit n to the daring inſult. 


He 


[ 3s ] 

But as theſe two celebrated authors 
plainly appear to give /ignals of ſome 
great threatening danger, who can 
account for the omiſſion, if they are 
not honoured with the utmoſt notice 


and concern? 


But there are other ſpots and ble- 


miſhes, which disfigure our church, 
and leſſen the credit, and reverence 


of it——1I am authorized to ſay ſo 
much wo a late learned prelate's 


letter of advice to a young cleryman 


where his Lordſhip thus ad- 


Fan him. © I might have ex- 


pected, with the advantage of your 
perſon and education, that you wag. 


1 make your way in the church, 


2 dived into the danger onal, * 


and dallyed not with it. But 
Primus ibi ante omnes, magna comitante e 
Laocoon ardens ſumma decurrit ab arce -- 
Et procul.—O miſeri, que tanta TOE, cives # 
"© redi tis aveb to ou ? 


Sic notus Uhle? 
ir fatus, validis ingentem viribus haſtam _ 
In latus, inque feri curvam compagibus alvum 
_ Contorſit---ſtetit illa tremens, uteroque recuſſo 
Inſonuere cave, gemitumque dedere, cavernæ. 
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well as others, who have gone þ before 
you. But as the caſe ftands at pre- 
ſent, I could not ſuffer myſelf to en- 
courage you in the ſame ſloth and ig- 

norance, which I ſee to my grief fo 
prevalent in the church nor can 
you ſtoop in my opinion to the mean 
and dirty ways, which are found to 

be mf aach ful towards getting pre- 
ferment in it. And I ſeem to hear 


an eminent and pious divine ſtill la- 


- It is 
it is to a Wund- 


menting and complaining— 
more than enough 


al degree too 4 that benefices 
(l 9 


places, offices, promotions in the 
church are ſo trucled and proſtituted. 
Another groſs offence, ſays Godol- 


ö fl phin, and little inferior to /acrilege, 
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is ſimony, or art-magich, whereby 
Par ſons, ſcarce worth the name of 
parſons, as the Devil did into our na- 
tural mother inſenſibly, fo they /er- 
pentine themſelves into our ſpiritual 
mother the Church viſible, iy. 
It is well known, that ignorance 
and impudence are generally linked 
4 together. | 


00-3. 
together. And Mr. Nelſon gives us 
ach an inſtance of it in Biſhop Bull's 

life, as I cannot paſs without bringing 
it forth on this occaſion. © It is 4 
common obſer vation, ſays this excel- 
lent man, that the beſt things by cor- 
; ruption become the worſt—but I am 
T ſure, it holds good in no caſe ſo 
ſurely, as in thoſe, who undertake 
the prieſtly office ho, if they con- 
tradict their ordination—vows in the 
conſtant courſe of their lives if they 
are falſe to thoſe engagements, which 
= they folemnly entered into before 
God and the Church, they become 
the greateſt and moſt deſperate fin- 
ners — their guilt is attended with the 
higheſt aggravation ; and with the 


leaſt hopes ob repentance. An in- 


ſtance of ſuch a deplorable wretch 
8 Biſhop Bull once met with. For 
4 while he lived at Brecknock, there 
———— — 
| | I nas con i 
= /cious of the want of thoſe qualifica- 


tions, 
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as Jay „ and to be ſo reputed in 


1 
+ Sa boolk Þ- 


tions; Which the Biſhop required i in 


thoſe, hé advanced to any conſidera- 


ble ſtation, he was reſolved to try 
another zacthod—he- had the impu- 
dence to offer him a purſe of gold 


the good Biſhop ſaw it, and trem- 
bled; and was never BACK to ex- 
preſs a grrater concern, than upon 
that occaſion-the confuſion he was 
in upon ſuch an unexpected provoca- 


tion extremely difordered him; and 
he immediately ſent away the aban- 


Aones ere with 1 e e 


A very eminent 1 copious ANON 


: evihbtes on this important ſubject, 
and ſays - As for patronage, it is 
originally an honorary and moſt ſa- 


cred truſt, committed to lords of 


lands, who built, or endowed churches 
and their ſucceſſors to nominate, 
or preſent fit and worthy prieſts to 
benefices---how they became ſeparate 


in England, and to be ſeparately ſold, 


law, 


. 
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law, I have neither time, nor ſkill 


in enough to give a perfect account. 
ra- But when, or however the ſeparation, 
try and by conſequence the {ſelling and 
pu- buying of advowſons and of the next 
1— | preſentation.came to prevail, the cuſ- 
m- tom is moſt corrupt and ſacrilegious; 
ex- and the cauſe of ſo much fimony, bar- 
on gains, and contracts, as make reli- 
was gion, the church, and land mourn. 
ca- . There was a corrupt patron in the 


Gs 
of 
hes 


ue, 


to 


pounger, who was thereupon married 


Weſt, who offered a rich benefice to 
a young clergyman upon condition of 
his marrying his eldeſt daughter, but he 
refuſing the condition, the gentleman 
found a way to put off zwo daughters 


= with the great living. Fora neighbour 


made this agreement with him that, 


it he would preſent his ſon, he ſhould 


marry his eldeſt daughter, and that 
| he would alſo give him a certain ſum 
of money, as a portion for the 


to 


1 1 | 
to another man * L The baneful 
corruptions that ariſe from the abuſe 


df this great truſt, the ſame perſon 


obſerves, are not to be reformed with- 
out a due regulation of patronage--- 
and which if not reformed, will in 
44 a8 appearance more and more increaſe 
the contempr of the priefibood ; and 
by the juſt vengeance of God haſten 
the win of the church.” It is there- 
fore to be hoped by all good men, 


* gee the Hiſtory of Churches in England by 
Thomas Staveley, Eſq; late of the Inner-Tem- 
ple here the origin of patronage, &c. is fully 
opened and explained. This worthy gentleman, 
after ſaying a good deal on the ſubject of Simony, 

concludes it thus It ſeems, there are other 
gates to enter into the temple, than that which is 
called beautiful--which, - with the other avenues, 
have not been improperly thus ſpecified— 


- "Qvatuor acolgſias portis intratur in omnes 

Caſaris, et Simonis, ſangumis, atque Dei. 

Prima patet magnis---nummis patet altera, charis, 

 Tertia---fed Paucis quarta patere ſolet. 

Four doors into all churches entrance make 

For Cæſar's, Simon's, oo friends, and God's 

Take. 

- Great men the firſt---money. the next will ſhew, 

. Kindred the third the laſt is known to few.” 
who 


{ 4a } 
who are well-wiſhers to the church, 
that zhis milchicf will tome unde : 
the conſideration of the legiſlators.” * 
—— And it ſeems to be high time, if 
be growth of Popery,  Sefarifm, and 
Infidelity, is to be all prevented. 
hut before I cloſe theſe papers, it 
may be neceſſary to obſerve, that the 
growth of popery is greatly | owing to 
the poverty of the clergy to their | 
being robbed of their maintenance that 
was ſo wiſely and · worthily provided 
to ſupport the dignity of their office 


and : them, in performing all the ar- 3 


duous branches of it. The learned 
and eminent author, (I have Juſt | 
mentioned). being thoroughly * act 


quainted with all the- ſly jeſuiſtical 4 


| 2 made uſe of by the adverſary 
to gain proſelytes, "remarks, © That 
for want of ſufficient proviſion for pa- 
riſh-priefts, the people of England in 
many places are as ſheep without .@ | 
ſhepherd, wholly obnoxious to the 
wolves, which haunt the places of 


F prey; 3 


—— — — I YE > Ps WEE en > as EPS Een an. 


ta 1 


TTY ; * imputes the increaſe of po- 
pery partly to the LIEN of the 


ye of in e pariſhes (eſpecially the 
extenſive ones) where the tithes 
are alienated from the church. 

It is too well known what advan- 


tages are often taken of clergymen's 
' neceſſities ; and what compliances ex- 
pected from them 
men of ſome power and authority. 


particularly b 4 


But I wiſh, the miniſter of every pa- 
riſh in the kingdom had the /ame 710= 
Ble reſolution. at all times, as a great 


prelate app ears to have had, when 
n Set ee to a LETS and ſervile 


c "The ingenious and fine writer, 


F from whom T have the fact, ſays —— 


0 It i is 8 of Dr. 3 who 


* 


See 8 later from a * man, giving bis 


reaſons for _— to adminiſter baptiſm in pri- 
vate by the public 


form, as defired by a gentle- 


man of his pariſh—where ſome uſeful cautions 
and arguments may be found againſt undue ſub- 
miſſions, &c. — attended with very bad 
effects. 


Was 
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was made Biſhop of Bath and Wells 
upon the deprivation of Biſhop Kenn, 
that he had once the honour to be 
entertained in a great man's cloſet; 
who propoſed a piece of ſervice to 
him which threw him into great | 
Former and confuſion- but, on 
ome recollection, he begged to be ex- 
cuſed being preſſed over and over, at 
laſt abſolutely refuſed. How. my 
Lord! (ſaid the great man in a great 
paſſion) do you refuſe me? Do not 
you conſider you eat the K—g's 
bread? No, my Lord, (replies 4 
Biſhop) I eat no man's bread, but 
ood Biſhop Kenn's; and if he will 

ut conſent to eat his bread himſelf, 
I will $324 give it up to him this 
moment,” 

But we muſt enquire, "28 ub a 
proviſion, as will keep the clerk clear 
of improper influence, and proſtitu- 
tion of character, may be Add in 
the preſent ſtate of the church. But 
as there are various opinions and diffi- 


& + Bat eultics * | 


Pay 


culties ariſe about the quantum; > and 
what may be deemed a ſufficient pro- 
viſion; we will ſee what authorities 
may be brought in order to fix this 
point in the beſt manner poſſible. 
Dr. Ryves would not preſume to 
preſcribe in the caſe himſelf; but 
gives a —_— caution to others in 
doing it. We muſt beware, that 
whilft we reckon al zoo little for owr- 
ſelves, we think not every thing 
enough for the miniſter of the church. 
Dr. Prideaux is pretty full on this 
ſubject in his Vindication, &c. (before 
mentioned) and I know not any 
Better authority for one to abide by. 
This diſcerning, ſagacious, and expe- 
rienced man ſays . Mat is a 
competency in this caſe muſt be eſti- 
mated with reſpet——firſt, To the 
| miniſter, who is to be maintained. 
Secondly, To the honour and intereſt 
of 2 which is to be ſupported 
and promoted by him. Thirdly, To 
th e os who are to be (inſtructed 


and 


[ #8 ] 
and taken care of by him. And 


fourthly, to the charge of living at 
the place where he is called. And 


when the miniſter's maintenance is 


ſufficient for all-theſe purpoſes, - then 
only is it, that it can be ſaid to be a 
W for him.“ 


The Doctor's reaſoning en thelt ; 


. ſeveral articles is moſt ſtriking and 
powerful ; and worthy of the cloſeſt 


and moſt exact attention of every 
tron, who wiſhes well to religion Las 
the honour of the eſtabliſhed church. 
But I muſt return and enquire, how a 
proviſion Sufficient for all theſe great 
_ occaſions is to be had, And thoſe 
eminent, and vigilant prelates, .who 
have taken the utmoſt pains to acquaint 
themſelves with the fate of their dio- 
ceſes, and the wants and burthens of 


the county-clerg y, have found, and de- 
clared as much——< That there 


could be very little done in any other 
diſcipline, and government of the 
| chu rch, till the caſe of impropriations 


4 was, 


1 46 1 
was, at leaſt, ſomewhat amende | 
“The truth is, fays Biſhop — Kay 
the arguments for bearing with Plura- 
lities, and non-reſidence, can never be 
anſwered, but by the reſtitution of 

impropriate tithes to the parochial- | 
clergy. If ever the piety and wiſdom 


of this nation can accompliſh that 


work, and make every church 


fulfcien: for a miniſter, 2h would a 


law of reſtraint have no reaſonable ob- 


jection made to it.” 


The good and wiſe Archbilhop 


Whitgiſt, who under Queen Eliza. 
beth ſettled and finiſhed the preſent 


eſtabliſhment, often declared, That 


nothing could ſupport any church, or 
| hw pe; in countenance, but the 


credit of the clergy ; 
=. — when he was preſſed 
with, and thoroughly ſenſible of, the 
inconveniences which attended þ/ura- 
ities, readily anſwered, That he 


ſhould freely fall in with the ſcheme 


of of abolfing chem, grevied fuch a 


mainte- 


[ 47 1] "2 
maintenance was firſt thoug kt of, as 
would render them for the futue 
needleſs. But that in the mean tine | 
he muſt be excuſed ; ſince he knew 
2 evil fo great as a poor unlearned | 

der. which uſually went 0 g- 3 
ther. 1 

| Vale then the opinions of theſe 
great men are looked upon as frig--— 
lous, ill- grounded, and contemptible | 
—{but deres dim forth in fert 4 
ſuch a charge l) Pluralities under 
our preſent circumſtances muſt be a- 
ſolutely neceſſary. And who is better 
intitled, than the ſtudious, vigilent, 
and conſcientious pariſh-prieffk?=* 

' Biſhop Sprat in bis charge ſtrongly 
preſſes his olergy to ſtudy the:contre- } 
verſies between us and the churdh of | 
Rome as we are nat ſo 5 
from fear on that quarter, as to 4 
to ruft on the walls thoſe very arms, 
which, to the immortal x praile of the 
parochial-clerg „ were ſo " ſaccelifally 
OY by ther eie the laſt great 


Wa. 


r 
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„“ 
. erifis of danger from the popiſh 
intereſt. We ſee then who are ready 
to betake themſelves to their armour 
in the times of danger; and to go up. 
77110 the gaps. And ought they not to 
be ever diſtinguiſhed in the church 
for their fortitude and conduct? But 
how ſeldom is this done! Sons, rela- 
tions, and favourites, are often diftin- 
guiſhed with pluralities of an enormous 
and amazing bulk—— when an un- 
ambitious, worthy, laborious coun- 
try-parſon, with a family; ſhall be 
told, that his living is worth an 
Tool. a year which is a very 
WW good 
* Surely, it cannot be, thou ght, that ſuch aliv- 
ing is in a county near the metropohis—but in 
Yorkſhire, or ſome parts of the nation cheaper 
than ordinary; and very diſtant from it---other- 
. wiſe, how can Dr. Prideaux's unexceptionable arti- 
cles be any way fatisfied---or indeed even ſo ?--Yet, 
after all, one would wiſh this term competency had 
never been heard of in the church; as 1t comes 
from a quarter that never boded it any good. 
The proviſion for every parochial-miniſter was aſ- 
certained, and perfectly well known, from the be- 
ginning-—in all its principal article. 
ä A lord 


. 3 


good thing; and that he muſt ſerve | 
his 0707 church only, and no other wit 
it.” Pluralities are ſo far from being _ 
allowed in ſuch caſes, that even 4 
ſmall curacy at hand muſt not. This 
ſeems to be hard diſcipline, and will. 
make one recolle& what Anacharſis 
ſaid to Solon about his laws---That 
they would only be ſpiders webs, and 


entangle flies, &c. 


But if pluralities are in their 888 

quences hurtful to the church, 

though retained to prevent greater 7 
evils, and che enemy appears to gun | 


A lord of a manor builds a church in his pa- 


riſh, for the uſe of his own family, and tenants; 
and generouſly endows it with a manſion, glebes, 
&c.----and the zithes of the pariſh being in due 
time added to theſe donations, the whole became 


a ſettled maintenance for the patron's firſt clerk--- 
and his ſucceſſors for ever---never to be invaded, 
nor diminiſhed. Quicunquè aliquid inde ſubſtraxerint, 


vel diminuerint, ex communicentur ; et a confortio 
Dei, omniumq ue fanftorum ejus ſequeſtrentur, donec ad 
emendationem veniant. Here was no room for 
conteſts about competence - and may there never 


be more ! And let ſtipends, ſalaries, &c. &c. go 


alſo with thoſe things called competences, which by 


means of popiſb alienations, &c. we have been ſo 


2 lang haraſſed, and diſtreſſed with. | 
G advantages i 


* 
* 
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advantages from them, let them be 
aboliſbed, and their room ſupplied by 
the reſtitution of the revenues to every 
church, that has undergone the ter- 
rible ſpoil. T7hzs will be opporg the 
[1 growth of popery to ſome purpoſe--- 

and erecting a perpetual bulwark 
againſt it. And one of the great au- 
thors quoted before, ſays-— I ſhall 
not particularly inſiſt upon the cauſe 
of the church's great misfortunes--- 
but propoſe the 6% and moſt Zlefſed 
remedy. I know of, for the removal 
of it, wherever it be found in great- 
er or leſſer pariſnes- and that is re- 
Poring the tithes to the parochial prieſt.” 
And Father Parſons himſelf allows, 
that though impropriate parſonages, 
&c. were either incorporated or an- 
nexed to abby-lands; and that, when 
religious houſes were ſuppreſſed by 
King Henry, the ſaid parſonages, 
&c. paſſed alſo to laymen's hands, 
| yet notwithſtanding for that in truth 
they were taken from the livings and 
revenues of paſtors and curates at the 
| "FI. beginning 
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beginning, and are part of the re- 
venues, it ſeemeth more reaſonable 
that they ſhould be accepted rather 
ccclefiaſtical, than monaſtical liringz. 
But I paſs on a little farther— 
and as Dr. Prideaux's acumen and 
judgment are {till ſo much eſteemed 


in the world, I ſhall be allowed the 


liberty to Re) myſelf of his authority 


on this occaſion, as I have already | 


done on ſeveral others in the proſecu- 
tion of this little affair—his name 
will be ever agreeable to the publick. 
The Doctor ſays then“ The Honour 
and glory of God have exceedingly 
ſuffered in our land by the impro- 
priating tithes, &c. which were de- 
voted to the ſupport thereof. And 
theſe were great blots on the times, 
in which they were done. For hereby 


the portion ſet apart for the miniſters 


of religion, being either wholly with- 
drawn or greatly diminiſhed, God's 
| harveſt has wanted ever N in too 
many places of this realm ſufficient | 
labourers to work therein — that, 
02 which 


TS] 
which the ſacrilege hath left in | tht 
places, being for the moſt part too 
little either to maintain them in this 
work, or to put them into a capa- 
city of doing it with hat Succeſs, | 
which is neceſſary, 
„ The queen n s late bounty 
to the church hath laid @ very good 
Foundation for the redeeming again im- 
propriations to it, were this bounty 
wholly appropriated thereto, &c. &c.” 
The author of the Addreſs to the 
archbiſhops and biſhops computes, 
that 160, oool. is now lodged in the 
hands of the truſtees of Queen Anne's 
bounty; and propoſes that the 
money may be appropriated towards 
building four colleges in the four 
quarters of England, and endowing 
them liberally for the maintenance of 
clergymen' s widows and children. 
But the application fixed upon by 
Dr. Prideaux, as many other great 
men, as the Engliſhannals can produce, 
will certainly ſerve nuch more noble 


purpoſes. 


1 | 
| purpoſes . I truſt then the impor- 
tant work, inſtead of waiting many 
ages for its accompliſhment (as Mr. 
Econ ſays it will require in its pre- 
ſent courſe) will ſoon be brought to 
perfection. And is there not a fund 
adequate to it, or what might in a 
few years become ſo, and compleat the 
deſign without doing the leaſt detri- 
ment to any individual whatever ? 
Many powerful auxiliaries would come 
in and give their beſt aſſiſtance in for- 
warding ſo deſirable a deed. There 
are (no doubt) ill in the nation more 
Warners, Plumes, Colſtons, Turners, 
Godolphins, Butlers, &c. &c. whoſe 
generous notice /uch occaſions will 
never eſcape. It is a ſingular plea- 
ſure to me to recite their names. 
And ſurely we have many Jehoiadas 
See Mr. Ecton's excellent preface to his Va- 
lor, &c. where having thoroughly examined every 
circumſtance relating to this ſubject of reſtoring 
all glebes and tithes to the pariſh-churches, he re- 
commends the execution of it in ſuch a ſtrong, 


ſenſible manner, as muſt give every unprejudiced 


reader the moſt fayourable opinion of its vaſt im- 
Portance. a 5 
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„ 
in our J/rae!. The King and Jehoida 


upon 1/rael in the Wilderneſs, 20 ſuch 
houſe of the Lord. And Jehoiada, 


of David, among the Kings, becaule 
he had done good in Iſrael Both to- 


The caſe under our preſent conſide- 


will be purſued with the /ke zeal and 
| Juccels . „ 


| dence, and every remnant at. popery 


pily brought to its perfection) may, I preſume, 
be eaſily pocured, and made to ſerve other uſeful 
and worthy purpoſes in the church. It may be 
beſtowed on ſuch biſhopricks, as will, after the full 
equivalent allowed for their appropriations, ſtill 
want farther aid. And we are told by Mr. Cham- 


= — —— 2 


ſans; as was continued to the Biſhop of Norwich, 
till Henry VIII. deprived him thereof; and the 
Pope of all the reſt. See Mr, Ecton's preface 


4 


to his Valor, &c. on tenths, 
O for 


as did the work of the ſervice of the 


the high-prieſt, was buried in the city 


wards God and towards his houſe. 
ration is ſimilar, and I flatter myſelf 
Adieu then to pluralities, non-reſi- 

® When this great work is accompliſhed, the 


royal bounty (by which it muſt have been ſo hap- 


berlayne, in his Preſent State, that teuibs and 
firſt-fruits were anciently paid to the ſeveral dioce- 


gave the collection, that Moſes laid 


—_ 


K 9 Þ 
for ever. Univerſul—U niverſal Nl. 


dence will every where prevail and 
not a pariſſ in England without a . 


dent miniſter. 


Des, O concede onbernight /- Ee | * 
reducuntur vaſa tranſinigrationis; * et : 


fat nova Hieruſalem; et redeat aureum 


ſeculum; J fieut fuerit ab initio infti ATI 
tum. _ 
Mr. Dean Swift takes notice of 


perſons, who fave made great figures 


in ſome particular action, or circum-  - 
ſtance of their lives. And with what * 
luſtre will thoſe prelates and great 
perſonages ſhine for ever in the Dip- 
zychs of the church, that ſhall heartily 
engage in zhis labour of love to church 
and fate, and bring the church, as it 
were, afreſh out of the hands of its 
founders— with all its endowments, 
tithes, and privileges fully and * | 
fectly reſtored to it? 

I cannot but ſtop here, and anti- 
cipate the pleafure of this happy time, 
and great bleſſing. And (methinks) _ 
I now ſee and hear all the ſons of 


Aaron 


* eic e wes y ohh truly wo. 


I 7 atong), ſound diſcipline, praiſing : and 

3 bleſſing the ever mem norable promo 
ders of this glorious enterprize 
and full of ecſtacy addreſſing each too 
8: i in the 1 ne language of the Apbrated 


Latin-poet— 


rentes & 
| "— montibus umbre 
va paſcet; . 


deſque manebant. 


never be forgotten. 


| cepta ble day— 


lima vital 


man) as lovers of the ola pa, Ad of 


In freta dum Auvii current 5 dum 3 


Tamer convexa; Polt 1 2 a 


Tue memoricl of an event of ſuch 
8 moment, and ſo long wiſhed for, can 


Se muſt be a well-choſen, and ac- 


O mibi ﬆ& tam Lnge maneat fart i 


* 


1 = —— Due te tam læta tulerunt | 
9 Ae ” Rui tanti zalem: | genuere pa- 


vx Semper bones, nomengue' tuum, Jau- {0 


